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Australian 
Podiatry 
Association 
The Australian Podiatry Association (APodA) 
is Australia's national peak body representing 
podiatrists.  

The Association is steeped in a long history of 
integrity and community care and advocating 
for the profession.  

The APodA is committed to advancing 
podiatry to improve foot health in the 
community and to improve national 
standards. The positive impact of podiatric 
care changes the lives of one in five 
Australians who suffer from foot pain.  

Through the profession’s support, the APodA 
can direct advocacy efforts to emphasise 
removing or minimising barriers to providing 
a better quality of life for all Australians. 



  

  
Executive summary 
The APodA welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Ahpra on its public consultation on the draft 
Data strategy. The APodA supports Ahpra in its move to streamline processes and push for 
improvement with a focus on safety amongst the professions it regulates. 

We look forward to participating in future consultations towards improving public and practitioner 
safety. 
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2. Trust and confidence  
 

Streamlining experience for data consumers – there is a need to approach this through a 
multidisciplinary and collaborative lens.   
 
Focusing on user experience the need for trust and confidence in formulating a positive user 
experience. All of which cannot be achieved in isolation. The APodA would guide Ahpra to 
collaborate with Allied Health Professions Australia (AHPA) in achieving a truly robust and mutually 
beneficial outcome.  
 
The APodA further guides AHPRA to reconsider using the word "consumer”, as it may lead to 
confusion and foster a sense of exclusion.   
 
Recommendation: to amend the phrase from "to improve consumer satisfaction “ to ”to improve 
public satisfaction“ or "to improve stakeholder satisfaction”.   
 
Within the scope of the Department of Health and Aged Care 2022-2025 Data Strategy, the focus on 
transparency is vital in strengthening trust, confidence and support4.   
 
In light of this priority, the APodA recommends the following amendment:  
 

• amendment from “to ensure appropriate decisions are made and improve 
organisation reputation” to “to ensure appropriate decisions are made through the 
use of transparent and robust assessment framework to uphold public (or 
stakeholder) confidence and trust”.   

  
3. Shared data value  
 

Upon review of the Australian National Digital Health Strategy5 and Ahpra's draft Data strategy, it 
would be guided to include the following objectives:   
 

• high-quality data with commonly understood meaning that can be used with 
confidence. The key here should be building resilience in data which can be used 
with confidence.  

 

• Enhanced data capabilities. There is a need to draw a focus on building data 
capabilities across the different stake holders as well as enabling a high enough 
level of data literacy so valuable data such as what Ahpra is proposing will enrich 
not just healthcare, but the Australian Economy as a whole.  

 

 
 
4 Department of health and Aged Care Data Strategy 2022 - 2025. Department of health and Aged Care. (2022). Retrieved January 17, 
2023, from https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2022/08/department-of-health-and-aged-care-data-strategy-2022-
25.docx  
5 Safe, seamless and secure - Australian Digital Health Agency. Australian Digital Health Agency. (2022). Retrieved January 17, 2023, 
from https://www.digitalhealth.gov.au/about-us/strategies-and-plans/national-digital-health-strategy-and-framework-for-action  
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2. Areas of special interest  
 

• Special interests can lead to misdirection, confusion and ultimately a detriment to 
public safety.  

 

• Without a rigorous framework to assess the competencies of “areas of special 
interest” this may been used as an advertising tool to gain advantage over other 
businesses, which should not be a position or capability of an impartial regulator.  

 

3. Further practitioner and consumer generated information/feedback  
 

• The role of the regulator is to remain impartial.  
 

• Through the addition of consumer-generated feedback and information, the role 
of Ahpra will develop into   

 

4. History of suspensions, conditions or undertakings   
 

Due to the challenging social and economic complexities surrounding the inclusion 
of a practitioners History of suspensions, conditions or undertakings, the risks to 
the practitioner and the community cannot be adequately understood at this 
stage.  

 
Recommendation:  
 

 Ahpra to issue a supplementary consultation to the profession and public once a 
narrower, more focused plan of action has been formulated.    

  
 
Additional Comments:  
 
The key here is to have a national approach to the translation of data across multiple bodies - 
effectively reducing double handling and excessive paperwork.  
 
In light of this, the APodA suggest the following inclusions:  
 

• Types of registration: NDIS, Worksafe, DVA, Medicare, aged care  

• Status of Police check  

• Status of first aid certificate (also if they hold a Paediatric first aid certificate)  

• Recognised National peak body membership  










