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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
AHPRA Consultation on the draft Data Strategy 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback to the consultation on the draft AHPRA Data Strategy.   

The Australasian Sonographers Association (ASA) is the professional organisation for Australasian 

sonographers, who are the experts in ultrasound. With over 7,000 members, and representing more 

than 70% of Australasia’s sonographers, the ASA’s purpose is to foster a sonography profession that 

delivers high quality ultrasound with a vision to create a healthier world through sonographer expertise. 

Sonographers are highly skilled health professionals who are strategically involved at the initial 

diagnostic stages of patient care and perform the majority of comprehensive medical diagnostic 

ultrasound examinations, which is the most utilised diagnostic imaging modality in Australia. 

Unlike other diagnostic imaging professionals, sonographers are not currently regulated, meaning there 

are no nationally enforceable standards of practice that set the minimum expectations of ultrasound 

examinations performed by sonographers in Australia, or recency of practice requirements protecting 

the public and preventing harm. The ASA is advocating the inclusion of sonographers under AHPRA’s 

Medical Radiation Practice Board. 

The ASA, through its Sonographer Policy and Advisory Committee, has considered the Consultation, 

and has provided feedback and recommendations below.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into this Consultation. The ASA would be pleased to be 

involved in further discussions about this important work. 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact  General 

Manager, Policy and Advocacy, at or . 

Yours sincerely,   

Ian Schroen 

 

President  

Australasian Sonographers Association  
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AHPRA Consultation on the draft Data Strategy 
Australasian Sonographers Association: Feedback and recommendations 

 

General comments on the consultation 

• In principle, the ASA supports the need to ensure public safety. 

 

• The ASA also supports the principle of not placing an unfair or unnecessary burden on health 

practitioners. This includes ensuring privacy, highlighting issues of relevance to the public for the 

period to which they relate, ensuring the ‘system’ is quick and easy to use, current and accurate, 

and not overly expensive.   

 

• For the inclusion of additional information on practitioners, such as memberships and languages 

spoken, consideration should be given to the benefits versus the costs, as well as the delegation of 

responsibility to update this information, ensure that it is current and valid, and the audit tools and 

procedures to verify the information.  

 

• For any data included, consideration should be given to what is helpful to the employer, and only 

data that is relevant and helpful should be made public.  

 

• The ASA questions whether the average member of the public will visit the AHPRA site to access 

information about practitioners; therefore, adding information for their benefit should be weighed 

against whether it will be widely used.  

 

• The ASA supports uses of data that boosts industry excellence and development, including: 

 

o Data that supports workforce planning and assists in workforce mobility  

 

o Data that identifies possible future risks that may be minimised if identified early and used 

to promote industry wide education, systems and processes.  

 

  










