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Response template: Public consultation - revised Guidelines for 
mandatory notifications 

 

National Boards and the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA) are seeking 
feedback about the revised Guidelines for mandatory notifications. 

This response template is an alternative to providing your response through the online platform 
available on the consultation website. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Privacy 

Your response will be anonymous unless you choose to provide your name and/or the name of your 
organisation. 

The information collected will be used by AHPRA to evaluate the revised guidelines. The information 
will be handled in accordance with AHPRA’s privacy policy available here. 

Publication of responses 

Published responses will include the name (if provided) of the individual and/or the organisation that 
made the response. 

You must let us know if you do not want us to publish your response. 

Please see the public consultation papers for more information about publication of responses. 

Submitting your response 

Please send your response to:  AHPRA.consultation@ahpra.gov.au 

Please use the subject line:  Feedback on guidelines for mandatory notifications 

Responses are due by:   6 November 2019 
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General information about your response 

Are you responding on behalf of an organisation?  

Yes What is the name of your organisation? 

The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of 
Psychiatrists 

No Are you a registered health practitioner? 

Yes/No 

If yes, which profession(s)? 

 

Are you a student? 

Yes/No 

If yes, which profession? 

 

We may need to contact you about your response. 

Please write your name and contact details below. 

(Skip if you wish to remain anonymous) 

Name (optional)  

Contact details (optional)  

 





Response template: Public consultation - revised Guidelines for mandatory notifications 

Page 4 of 9 

a reasonable person in your shoes form the same belief if they considered the 
surrounding circumstances? 

 Is your belief a mere suspicion or is it well-founded given the facts and circumstances? 

It would also be helpful to provide examples of when a reasonable belief is present and when it is 
not. 

Section 2.6- Sexual misconduct 

Currently, the wording of the definition of ‘sexual misconduct’ (provided in the first paragraph of 
section 2.6) could cause confusion and unnecessary concern for health practitioners, as it could 
also apply to consensual and respectful personal relationships between colleagues are not 
permitted. We recommend that consideration be given to making the definition clearer and more 
specific to avoid such confusion.  

Section 4.2- When must I report impairment? 

We recommend that the sentence ‘[a] practitioner may have an impairment that causes a minor 
detrimental impact on their capacity to practise but, if it poses only a rare or possible risk to their 
patients, it does not trigger notification’ may need to be reviewed to more clearly reflect risk 
assessment principles.  

We would expect that a rare/possible risk to a patient with catastrophic consequences (for 
example, death or serious injury) would still need to be mandatorily reported to AHPRA. Although 
the likelihood of the risk eventuating is low, the possible consequences of the risk are great. As 
such, the overall assessment of the risk would indicate that it is a very serious one. We 
recommend that this should be more directly addressed in discussions of risk in section 4.2 and 
throughout the revised guidelines to ensure that health practitioners appreciate that assessing 
risk involves assessing both likelihood and severity of consequences and that a risk being ‘rare’ 
does not preclude it from being reported. 

  














