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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear AHPRA review panel,
As a specialist plastic surgeon and Chair of training for plastic surgery in Victoria and
Tasmania, I have a very clear understanding of the requirements that our fellowship trained
surgeons must meet before being allowed to call themselves plastic surgeons. I do not
perform cosmetic surgery but frequently perform cosmetic surgery techniques in
reconstructing my cancer patients: face lifts, breast lifts, liposuction and tummy tucks. I
just do it for the public hospital or private insurance rate not for the vast sums that so
called doctors are charging. As professionals, doctors should be held to a higher standard
than the average business person. The public expect that medical qualifications will
translate to professionalism and adherence to their scope of practice. Allowing non
specialists to call them surgeons makes a mockery of the thousands of pro bono hours my
colleagues and I pour in to training our younger surgical trainees every year. 
The public deserves to have labels of practice match the training completed. Please stop
this misleading practice by  entrepreneurs who have a basic medical degree
calling themselves surgeons. 
Surgeons are surgeons
Lawyers are lawyers
Doctors are doctors
There should not be grey areas allowing confusion and potential harm to the public. 

Regards,

Angela

Angela Webb
MBBS, MS, FRACS

Chair, Victoria and Tasmania Training Subcommittee, Australian Society of Plastic
Surgery
Consulting at Skin Health Institute, Carlton

Disclaimer: This email (including any attachments or links) may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information
and is intended only to be read or used by the addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, any use, distribution,
disclosure or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. Confidentiality and legal privilege attached to this email
(including any attachments) are not waived or lost by reason of its mistaken delivery to you. If you have received this
email in error, please delete it and notify us immediately by telephone or email.  provides
no guarantee that this transmission is free of virus or that it has not been intercepted or altered and will not be liable for
any delay in its receipt.
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Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery  
 
 
You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review.  

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant.  

Submissions can be emailed to: 

Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer  
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au. 

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022. 
 

Your details 

Name Beatrix Weiss 

Organisation (if applicable) Fellow(Cardiothoracic Surgery), Royal Australasian College of 
Surgeons 

Email address 















Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery 

You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review. 

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant. 

Submissions can be emailed to:

Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer 
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au.

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022.

Your details

Name Hugh Welch

Organisation (if applicable)

Email address

   `     



Your responses to the consultation questions

Codes and Guidelines
Management of notifications

2

1. Do the current Guidelines for registered medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
medical and surgical procedures adequately address issues relevant to the current and 
expected future practice of cosmetic surgery and contribute to safe practice that is within a 
practitioner’s scope, qualifications, training and experience? 

no

1. What changes are necessary and why? What additional areas should the guidelines 
address to achieve the above purpose?

Cosmetic surgeons should be qualified surgeons (FRACS or equivalent), preferably Plastic Surgeons.

For those surgeons who are not Plastic Surgery trained (eg. general surgery), they should have to 
provide evidence of extra plastic / cosmetic surgery training and practice. 

1. Please provide any further comment in relation to the use of codes and guidelines relevant 
to the practice of cosmetic surgery. 

For cosmetic surgeons operating from their own premises, the same checks and guidelines should be 
applied as to registered hospitals and day surgery centres , especially regarding sterile theatre 
procedures and patient recovery / specialist anaesthesia care.

1. Having regard to Ahpra and the Medical Board’s powers and remit, what changes do you 
consider are necessary to the approach of Ahpra and the Medical Board in managing 
cosmetic surgery notifications, including their risk assessment process, and why?

As above : those operating as cosmetic surgeons should provide evidence of sub-specialty training 
and specialist anaesthesia care for their patients

Notifications should follow the same guidelines as for any specialist surgical care.

1. Please provide any further relevant comment in relation to the management of notifications 
about medical practitioners involved in cosmetic surgery.  



Advertising restrictions
Title protection and endorsement for approved areas of practice 

3

1. Is Ahpra and the Medical Board’s current approach to regulating advertising in cosmetic 
surgery sufficient?

Cosmetic surgeons advertising should include what specialty training and experience has been 
obtained , and what college ongoing maintenance of standards has been undertaken.

1. What should be improved and why and how?

1. Do the current Guidelines for advertising a regulated health service adequately address 
risks in relation to advertising of cosmetic surgery, or is a more specific regulatory 
response required?

More specific information regarding risks of cosmetic procedures and training of cosmetic surgeons 
should be included in guidelines for advertising such a service

1. Does the promotion of cosmetic surgery via social media raise any issues that are not 
adequately addressed by the advertising guidelines, or that require any specific regulatory 
response?

Unfortunately , regulating social media promotion would be difficult to achieve. Requiring advertising 
to outline surgeon training and theatre / recovery safety should be necessary.

1. Please provide any further relevant comment in relation to the regulation of advertising.  

1. To what extent would establishing an endorsement in relation to the practice of cosmetic 
surgery address relevant issues of concern in the sector (including patient safety issues)?  

Endorsement of cosmetic practice should include the rigorous checking of adequate specialist surgical  
and anaesthetic training , as well as safety regulation ords.f cosmetic centres in line with current 
hospital standards.



Cooperation with other regulators 

4

1. Would establishing an endorsement in relation to cosmetic surgery provide more clarity 
about the specific skills and qualifications of practitioners holding the endorsement?  

Should be thorough enough to explain the cosmetic practitioners’ training and ongoing maintenance of 
standards , as with other surgical and anaesthetic sub specialties .

1. What programs of study (existing or new) would provide appropriate qualifications?  
FRACS  or similar specialty surgical qualification , as well as cosmetic surgical training  for those who 
are not plastic surgeons.

1. Please provide any further relevant comment in relation to specialist title protection and 
endorsement for approved areas of practice relevant to cosmetic surgery. 

“Cosmetic surgeon “ title should require evidence of FRACS or similar, with evidence of cosmetic 
surgery training / experience and ongoing maintenance of standards , as per established specialist 
colleges .

1. Are there barriers to effective information flow and referral of matters between Ahpra and 
the Medical Board and other regulators?

1. If yes, what are the barriers, and what could be improved?   

1. Do roles and responsibilities require clarification?  

1. Please provide any further relevant comment about cooperating with other regulators.  

1. Do the Medical Board’s current mandatory notifications guidelines adequately explain 
the mandatory reporting obligations?   

Yes

             

              
   

          



Facilitating mandatory and voluntary notifications

Information to consumers

5

1. Do the Medical Board’s current codes and guidelines adequately describe the obligations 
of practitioners who perform cosmetic surgery to provide sufficient information to 
consumers and obtain informed consent?  

Provision of information to consumers needs to unambiguously show surgical sub-specialty training 
and ongoing cosmetic training.

1. If not, what improvements could be made?  

1. Should codes or guidelines include a requirement for practitioners to explain to patients 
how to make a complaint if dissatisfied?  

Yes . Patients need to know better regulation of surgical skills and management of complications is 
mandated.

1. In the context of cosmetic surgery, does the Ahpra website and public register of 
practitioners provide sufficient information about medical practitioners to inform consumer 
choices?  

No- needs to be better clarity for the consumer what a practitioner’s qualifications mean - ie. specialty 
surgical experience and training , and in which field ..ie. plastic surgery or non-plastic surgery fields , 
eg. general surgery , ophthalmic surgery or no specialist surgical training.

1. If not, what more could/should Ahpra and the Medical Board do to inform consumer 
choices?  

As above

1. Is the notification and complaints process understood by consumers?   
Not always . 

1. If not, what more could/should Ahpra and the Medical Board do to improve consumer 
understanding?   

Ahpra needs a way to widely disseminate information to the consumer about adequate specialty 
training and experience of cosmetic surgeons.

1. Please provide any further relevant comment about the provision of information to 
consumers.  



Further comment or suggestions

6

1. If you have any further comment relevant to Ahpra’s and the Medical Board’s regulation of 
cosmetic surgery including and/or suggestions for enhancements not mentioned in 
response to the above questions, please provide it here.   
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Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery  
 
 
You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review.  

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant.  

Submissions can be emailed to: 

Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer  
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au. 

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022. 
 

Your details 

Name Dr Melissa Wright 

Organisation (if applicable)  

Email address  
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College (ACCSM) by means of the Endorsement pathway provided for in Section 
98 of National Law.  
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Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery  
 
 
You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review.  

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant.  

Submissions can be emailed to: 

Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer  
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au. 

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022. 
 

Your details 

Name Dr Charlotte Ying 

Organisation (if applicable)  

Email address  
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Notifications should be justified, and decisions based fairly on the practitioner’s experience 
and training.  
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pathway provided for in Section 98 of National Law.  
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