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Introduction 

International medical graduates (IMGs) whose medical qualifications are from a medical school outside of 
Australia or New Zealand and who are seeking registration to practise medicine in Australia must provide 
evidence of eligibility to undertake one of the following assessment pathways: 

• Competent Authority pathway 

• Standard pathway 

• Specialist pathway 

• Short term training in a medical specialty pathway 

The assessment process assesses the knowledge and clinical skills of IMGs seeking to qualify for general 
or specialist registration or assesses an applicant’s suitability to practise in an area of need position or 
undertake short-term training in a medical specialty. The assessment pathways were an initiative of the 
Council of Australian Governments (COAG) in 2006. Changes to the pathways were made, effective  
1 July 2014, to streamline the process for the Specialist pathway and the Competent Authority pathway. 

This guide provides information for IMGs applying for the Specialist pathway. 

Eligibility for the Specialist pathway 

The Specialist pathway is for IMGs who are:  

• overseas-trained specialists applying for assessment of comparability to the standard of a specialist 
trained in that specialty in Australia (specialist recognition) 

• overseas-trained specialists applying for an area of need specialist level position in Australia (area of 
need). This assessment does not lead to specialist recognition. 

 
IMGs who have a primary qualification in medicine and surgery from a training institution recognised by 
both the Australian Medical Council and the World Directory of Medical Schools and have satisfied all the 
training and examination requirements to practise in their field of specialty in their country of training, can 
apply for assessment under the Specialist pathway (specialist recognition or area of need).  
 
The list of specialties that has been approved by the Ministerial Council is available on the Medical Board 
of Australia’s (the Board) website at Specialties and Specialty Fields. 
 
IMGs should note that overseas trained specialists may experience difficulties meeting the standards 
required for specialist practice in Australia, or may require significant periods of up skilling to meet the 
standards. Positions are limited in number and are subject to open competition with Australian applicants. 

The role of the Australian Medical Council  

The Australian Medical Council (AMC) process requests from IMGs for primary source verification (PSV) of 
their medical qualifications.  
 
The AMC has no role in assessing IMGs in the Specialist pathway. The AMC has no role in processing 
applications for medical registration or in granting registration, which is a function of the Medical Board of 
Australia. 

Primary source verification  

Before applying for the Specialist pathway, IMGs must apply to have their medical qualifications verified 
through the Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG) Electronic Portfolio of 
International Credentials (EPIC) and establish an AMC portfolio to enable the AMC to receive the results 
of an IMG’s PSV directly from EPIC.  
 
PSV is mandatory under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law, as in force in each state and 
territory (the National Law) for all IMGs seeking medical registration in Australia. 

Information on the PSV process is available on the AMC website.  
 
ECFMG will notify the IMG by email as their qualification(s) are verified.  

http://www.amc.org.au/assessment/list-of-medical-schools
https://search.wdoms.org/
http://www.medicalboard.gov.au/Registration/Types/Specialist-Registration/Medical-Specialties-and-Specialty-Fields.aspx
http://www.ecfmgepic.org/physicians.html
http://www.ecfmgepic.org/physicians.html
http://www.amc.org.au/assessment/psv
http://www.amc.org.au/assessment/psv
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The portal  

The AMC has a secure portal which is a repository for certified copies of an applicant’s qualifications, their   
PSV documents and the outcome of their specialist medical college assessment. Only authorised users at 
the AMC, the college, Ahpra and the Board can access documents on the portal. The AMC manages the 
portal and grants access to authorised users. Applicants cannot access the portal.  

The role of the specialist medical colleges 

The specialist medical colleges accredited by the AMC assess IMGs on behalf of the Board. 
 
The college receives an application for the Specialist pathway directly from the IMG. The college assesses 
the IMG for specialist recognition and/or for an area of need position. The college assesses the training and 
experience of the applicant for comparability with the training and experience of Australian trained 
specialists, and the skills standard required to practise in that specialty in Australia. 
 
The college informs the IMG and the Board of the outcome of the assessment. The college has no role in 
granting medical registration. 
 
A list of the specialist medical colleges is available on the Board website. 

The role of the Medical Board of Australia  

The Board receives applications for medical registration. The Board receives the outcome of the college’s 
assessment of the IMG and decides whether to grant registration to the IMG. The Board may place 
conditions on registration.  

How to apply for the Specialist pathway 

IMGs wishing to apply for the Specialist pathway submit an application directly to the relevant specialist 
medical college. IMGs can apply for specialist recognition or area of need or both. Application forms are 
specific to the specialty and are available on each college website. IMGs who are applying for an area of 
need assessment must have secured an offer of employment in a designated area of need before applying 
to the college.  
 
If an application to the college is incomplete, the applicant will be notified by the relevant college. An 
additional fee may be charged for incomplete applications. 

Specialist pathway - specialist recognition 

The Specialist pathway - specialist recognition is for IMGs who wish to gain specialist registration in 
Australia.  
 
The IMG applies directly to the relevant specialist medical college. The college assesses the IMG’s 
comparability against the criteria for an Australian-trained specialist in the same field of specialty practice.  
 
The college undertakes a paper based review of the IMG’s application. The college may interview the IMG. 
If an interview is required, the college will advise the IMG and a time will be scheduled.  
 
The college undertakes an assessment to determine if the IMG’s qualifications, training and experience 
are: 

• not comparable, or 

• partially comparable, or 

• substantially comparable. 

 
Before the college makes a decision about comparability, the college will give an IMG a Summary of the 
preliminary review (SPR), either before the interview or after the interview. The SPR is a summary of the 
information provided by the IMG in their application mapped against the college’s assessment criteria. That 
is, the assessment will identify gaps or findings of equivalence or alignment in the SIMG’s training, 

http://www.medicalboard.gov.au/Registration/International-Medical-Graduates/Specialist-Pathway.aspx
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assessments/examinations, experience, recency of practice and CPD against an Australian trained 
specialist in the same field of practice. 
 
The IMG will be given an opportunity to provide feedback to the college on the information contained in the 
SPR to: 

• ensure the college has taken into consideration and assessed all the information provided by the 

IMG 

• provide clarification or submit additional evidence if they believe there are errors of fact, perceived 

gaps or omissions in the information assessed.  
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Comparability definitions  

Substantially comparable 

Substantially comparable applicants will not be eligible to apply for specialist registration until the college 
confirms they have satisfied the requirements for specialist recognition.  

Definition 

Substantially comparable applicants have been assessed as suitable to undertake their intended scope of 
practice, taking full responsibility for individual patients with only oversight of their practice by a supervisor 
approved by the college. To be considered substantially comparable an applicant must have satisfied the 
college that they are at the standard of an Australian trained specialist commencing practice (at the level of 
a newly qualified Fellow), taking into consideration the applicant’s intended scope of practice as well as 
their previous training and assessment, recent specialist practice, experience and continuing professional 
development (CPD). 

Additional requirements to be met before being recommended for specialist recognition 

Applicants assessed as substantially comparable will be required to undertake up to a maximum of 12 
months full time equivalent (FTE) practice, with a minimum of three months, with a supervisor approved by 
the college. This period of supervised practice may include the satisfactory completion of a workplace-
based assessment(s)(WBA).  

These requirements are imposed to: 

• ensure that the applicant’s level of performance is at the standard of an Australian trained 
specialist commencing practice  

• assist the applicant with their transition to the Australian health system 

• provide the applicant with professional support, and  

• help the applicant to access CPD.  

The college will decide the length of supervised practice (between the minimum period and up to the 
maximum period) and the nature of assessment on a case-by-case basis, but the supervised practice 
period must not exceed 12 months FTE of practice.  

Following satisfactory completion of this process, the college will recommend the applicant should be 
recognised as a specialist or will award the applicant Fellowship without formal examination, and the 
applicant may apply for registration as a specialist.  

Partially comparable 

Partially comparable applicants will not be eligible to apply for specialist registration until the college 
confirms they have satisfied the requirements for specialist recognition. 

Definition 

Partially comparable applicants have been assessed as suitable to undertake their intended scope of 
practice under the supervision of a college approved supervisor. To be considered partially comparable an 
applicant must satisfy the college that they will be able to reach the standard of an Australian trained 
specialist within a maximum period of 24 months FTE practice. The standard expected is that of an 
Australian trained specialist commencing practice (at the level of a newly qualified Fellow), taking into 
consideration the SIMG’s intended scope of practice as well as their previous training and assessment, 
recent specialist practice, experience and CPD. 

Additional requirements to be met before being recommended for specialist recognition 

Applicants assessed as partially comparable will be required to undertake up to a maximum of 24 months 
FTE supervised practice, with a minimum of six months, and further training with any associated 
assessment/s with a supervisor approved by the college. They may be required to undertake formal 
examination/s or other assessment.  
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These requirements are imposed to: 

• ensure that the applicant’s level of performance reaches the standard of an Australian trained 
specialist 

• assist the applicant with the transition to the Australian health system 

• provide the applicant with professional support, and  

• help the applicant to access CPD.  

The college will decide the length of supervised practice (between the minimum period and up to the 
maximum period) and the nature of assessment/s on a case-by-case basis, but the supervised practice 
period must not exceed 24 months FTE practice. Following satisfactory completion of this process, the 
college will recommend the applicant should be recognised as a specialist or will award the applicant 
Fellowship, and the applicant may apply for registration as a specialist.  

Not comparable 

Applicants who do not satisfy the college that they are at the standard of an Australian trained specialist 
commencing practice (at the level of a newly qualified Fellow), having taken into consideration their 
intended scope of practice as well as their previous training and assessment, recent specialist practice, 
experience and CPD or who are assessed as unable to reach comparability within 24 months FTE practice 
will be assessed as not comparable. 

Note: Applicants assessed as not comparable may be eligible for limited or provisional registration through 
another pathway that will enable them to gain general registration and subsequently apply for entry into a 
formal college specialist training program. Applicants should contact Ahpra for further guidance of their 
options for practising in Australia as a medical practitioner. 
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Outcome of assessment 

The outcome of the college assessment is formally documented in ‘Report 1’. Following the assessment, 
the college formally advises the IMG of the outcome of assessment by sending them a copy of the report. A 
copy of this report is also loaded on the secure portal for access by Ahpra and the Board.  
 
The college will advise the IMG of any college requirements.  
 
If an IMG is assessed as substantially comparable, the IMG will be required to undertake up to a maximum 
of 12 months full time equivalent (FTE) practice, with a minimum of three months, with a supervisor 
approved by the college. This period of supervised practice may include the satisfactory completion of a 
workplace-based assessment/s.   
 
If an IMG is assessed as partially comparable, they will be required to undertake up to a maximum of 24 
months FTE supervised practice, with a minimum of six months, including training with any associated 
assessment/s with a supervisor approved by the college. They may be required to undertake formal 
examination/s or other assessment. 
 
The IMG can apply to the Board for Limited registration for postgraduate training or supervised practice or 
Provisional registration to work while they complete the college requirements. (An IMG who qualifies for 
provisional registration, via the Competent Authority pathway, is not eligible to apply for limited registration 
under the National Law. They must apply for provisional registration.) 
 
After the IMG has completed all the college requirements, the college documents their final decision on 
comparability in ‘Report 2’ which is sent to the IMG and loaded on the secure portal. The college 
determines if the IMG has satisfactorily completed all the requirements. The college decides whether to 
recommend to the Board that the IMG be granted recognition as a specialist. The decision to grant 
specialist registration is a Board decision. 
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A flowchart of the Specialist pathway – specialist recognition process is provided to assist applicants.  

Figure 1 – Specialist pathway - specialist recognition process 

You have been issued a final primary medical qualification by a 

training institution listed by both the AMC and WDOMS  

Complete specialist pathway application form for                          

specialist recognition (available from the specialist medical 

college) and submit with supporting documentation                                                          

to the relevant specialist medical college 

Specialist medical college completes its interim assessment 

Specialist medical college sends                                                      

Report 1 – Interim assessment outcome to you                                                     

and report is uploaded on the secure portal for use by the Board 

You have completed and satisfied all training and examination 

requirements to practise in your field of specialty                            

in your country of training 

Have your medical qualifications verified through ECFMG EPIC 

and establish an AMC Portfolio                                  

AMC receives results of verification 

through the ECFMG EPIC and 

uploads the results to the secure 

portal for use by the Medical Board of 

Australia (the Board) and the 

specialist medical college 

Partially comparable and substantially comparable applicants 

write to college to confirm acceptance of college requirements 

Specialist medical college makes final assessment 

Specialist medical college sends                                                        

Report 2 - Final assessment outcome to you                                                                                 

and report is uploaded on the secure portal for use by the Board  

Apply to the Board for specialist registration                                         

(subject to satisfactory assessment by specialist medical college)  

Complete requirements prescribed by specialist medical college 

Apply to the Board for                                 

limited or provisional registration                                         

(subject to satisfactory interim 

assessment by specialist medical 

college)  

  



 

Guide to the Specialist pathway 

 

10 

Specialist pathway - area of need 

The Specialist pathway - area of need is for IMGs who wish to work in Australia in a designated area of 
need. Area of need is determined by the relevant state or territory health authority (the AMC, the college 
and the Board have no role in determining which areas are declared area of need).  
 
The IMG applies directly to the specialist medical college. The college assesses the IMG’s qualifications 
and relevant experience against the specified requirements of a position in a confirmed area of need. 
 
This pathway does not lead to specialist registration. IMGs on the Specialist pathway - area of need may 
also apply for the Specialist pathway - specialist recognition if they wish to gain specialist registration with 
the Board. The IMG can complete the requirements for specialist recognition while working in an area of 
need position. 

 
The college determines if the IMG is suitable for the position in the area of need. The assessment is 
specific to the position description and cannot be used for other positions, a new assessment would be 
required. The college may interview the IMG before making a decision. 

Outcome of assessment 

The outcome of the college assessment is formally documented in the ‘Area of need assessment report’. 
Following the assessment, the college formally advises the IMG of the outcome of assessment by sending 
them a copy of the report. A copy of this report is also loaded on the secure portal for access by Ahpra and 
the Board.  
 
The college will advise the IMG and the Board of the IMG’s suitability for the position and any 
recommendations including proposed restrictions on scope of practice. The IMG can apply to the Board for 
Limited registration for area of need. (An IMG who qualifies for provisional registration, via the Competent 
Authority pathway, is not eligible to apply for limited registration under the National Law.) The decision to 
grant registration is a Board decision. 

The role of the employer in area of need applications 

The employer identifies a position that needs to be filled and contacts the relevant specialist medical 
college for assistance in preparing a detailed position description and key selection criteria.  It is in relation 
to this position description that the college will assess the suitability of an applicant under the Specialist 
pathway - area of need. 
 
The position description should include the following information:  

• the position title 

• a comprehensive statement of duties 

• qualifications and experience—identifying and distinguishing between what selection criteria are 
regarded as 'essential' or 'desirable'; and clarifying whether candidates must show either that they 
have practical experience or that they have aptitude in a particular aspect of clinical practice 

• special requirements of the position, which may be due to the geographic location or specific nature of 
the medical services to be provided 

• clinical practice privileges or appointments relating to the position 

• any special conditions of employment 

• the remuneration package for the position, including whether the applicant will be providing services 
that need to attract Medicare rebates. 
 

The employer then contacts the state or territory health authority to have the position declared an area of 
need position. The employer is expected to demonstrate that advertising has failed to attract a suitably 
qualified local applicant and that, unless the position is filled, service delivery will be affected adversely. 
The employer must provide evidence of reasonable efforts to recruit locally. 
 
If a position is approved as an area of need position, the employer matches applicants for area of need 
positions against the position description and selection criteria, and selects a suitable applicant. 
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The applicant and the employer complete the relevant documentation, including the visa application, where 
necessary. 
 
If access to Medicare is required, the employer will need to contact the Australian Government Department 
of Health to confirm that the position identified as an area of need position is also in a district of workforce 
shortage. The employer should also ensure that the applicant for the area of need position will be eligible to 
apply to the Board for Limited registration for area of need. 
 
A flowchart of the Specialist pathway – area of need process is provided to assist applicants.  

Figure 2 – Specialist Pathway – area of need process 

You have been issued a final primary medical qualification by a 

training institution listed by both the AMC and WDOMS  

Complete specialist pathway application form for                              

area of need (available from the specialist medical college)                                  
and submit with the supporting documentation to the relevant 

specialist medical college 

Specialist medical college assesses your training and                     

experience against a specific position description                                                 

for a job in a confirmed area of need 

You have completed and satisfied all training and examination 

requirements to practise in your field of specialty                            

in your country of training 

Have your medical qualifications verified through ECFMG EPIC 

and establish an AMC Portfolio                                   

Specialist medical college sends                                                   

Area of need - Assessment outcome to you                                       

and report is uploaded on the secure portal for use by the Board 

Apply to Board for limited registration (area of need)                                         

(subject to satisfactory assessment by specialist medical college)  

AMC receives results of verification 

through the ECFMG EPIC and 

uploads the results to the secure 

portal for use by the Medical Board 

of Australia (the Board) and the 

specialist medical college 
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Combined assessment 

IMGs on the Specialist pathway - area of need who wish to gain specialist registration with the Board will 
need to also apply for the Specialist pathway – specialist recognition. The IMG can complete the 
requirements for specialist recognition while working in an area of need position. 

Outcome of combined assessment 

For an IMG who has applied to the college for a combined assessment for Specialist pathway – area of 
need and Specialist pathway – specialist recognition, the outcome of the assessment will be documented 
in a ‘Combined report – area of need and specialist recognition’. A copy of the report will be sent to the IMG 
and loaded on the secure portal. The report includes the college’s recommendations for the IMG’s 
suitability for the area of need position and any requirements for specialist recognition.   
 
The IMG can apply to the Board for Limited registration for area of need to work in the position in the area 
of need and complete the college requirements for specialist recognition. (An IMG who qualifies for 
provisional registration, via the Competent Authority pathway, is not eligible to apply for limited registration 
under the National Law.) The decision to grant registration is a Board decision. 
 
After the IMG has completed all the college requirements, the college documents their final decision on 
comparability in ‘Report 2’ which is sent to the IMG and loaded on the secure portal. The college 
determines if the IMG has satisfactorily completed all the requirements. The college decides whether to 
recommend to the Board that the IMG be granted recognition as a specialist. The decision to grant 
specialist registration is a Board decision. 
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Appeals process 

Each college has an appeals process for the Specialist pathway. Information on college appeal processes 
is available from the relevant college.   

Medical registration  

The outcome of a specialist medical college’s assessment of the IMG’s application for the Specialist 
pathway will determine the type of registration an IMG may apply for with the Board. The Board makes the 
final decision on whether to grant registration.   
 
An IMG who qualifies for provisional registration, via the Competent Authority pathway, is not eligible to 
apply for limited registration under the National Law. They must apply for provisional registration. 

Registration types for IMGs on the Specialist pathway:  
 

Pathway Assessment outcome Registration type 

Specialist pathway – 
specialist recognition  

IMGs who have been assessed by the 
college as substantially comparable or 
partially comparable and are working 
towards specialist recognition 

Limited registration for postgraduate 
training or supervised practice 

or 

Provisional registration (IMGs who are 
qualified for the Competent Authority 
pathway are not eligible to apply for 
limited registration but may apply for 
provisional registration) 

Specialist pathway – 
area of need 

IMGs who have been assessed by the 
college as suitable for an area of need 
position  

Limited registration for area of need 

Or 

Provisional registration (IMGs who are 
qualified for the Competent Authority 
pathway are not eligible to apply for 
Limited registration for area of need 
but may apply for provisional 
registration to work in an area of need) 

Specialist pathway – 
specialist recognition 
and area of need  

IMGs who have been assessed by the 
college for specialist recognition and 
an area of need position  

Limited registration for area of need  

or 

Provisional registration (IMGs who are 
qualified for the Competent Authority 
pathway are not eligible to apply for 
Limited registration for area of need 
but may apply for provisional 
registration to work in an area of need) 

Specialist pathway – 
specialist recognition 

IMGs who have been admitted as a 
Fellow of an AMC accredited specialist 
medical college, or who have been 
advised by the college that they are 
eligible for fellowship  

Specialist registration 
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All IMGs are required to comply with the Board’s mandatory registration standards: 

• Continuing professional development registration standard  

• Criminal history registration standard  

• English language skills registration standard  

• Professional indemnity insurance registration standard  

• Recency of practice registration standard. 

  

http://www.medicalboard.gov.au/Registration-Standards.aspx
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Limited registration 

Limited registration is granted to IMGs who do not qualify for general or specialist registration.  

The registration standards for the two types of limited registration applicable under the Specialist pathway 
set out the requirements that an applicant for registration must meet in order to be granted limited 
registration to practise as a medical practitioner.  

IMGs on limited registration must work under supervision. Refer to the Board’s Guidelines – supervised 
practice for international medical graduates for further information about supervision arrangements. 

An IMG who has limited registration cannot use the title ‘specialist’ or use protected specialist titles 
regardless of whether they are working in specialist practice. For more information see the approved List of 
Specialties, Fields of Specialty Practice and related Specialist titles.  

Provisional registration 

An IMG who qualifies for provisional registration, via the Competent Authority pathway, is not eligible to 
apply for limited registration under the National Law. They must apply for provisional registration. 

IMGs on provisional registration must work under supervision. Refer to the Board’s Guidelines -  
supervised practice for international medical graduates for further information about supervision 
arrangements. 

An IMG who has provisional registration cannot use the title ‘specialist’ or use protected specialist titles 
regardless of whether they are working in specialist practice. For more information see the approved List of 
Specialties, Fields of Specialty Practice and related Specialist titles. 

Specialist registration 

An IMG can only apply for specialist registration after they have been admitted as a Fellow of an AMC 
accredited specialist medical college, or after they have been advised by the college that they have passed 
all the requirements for the approved qualification and are eligible for registration as a specialist.  

For more information see the approved List of Specialties, Fields of Specialty Practice and related 
Specialist titles. 

Fees   

The colleges each set their own fees for the Specialist pathway assessment. More information about fees 
is available on the college websites.  
 
The AMC charges applicants a fee for PSV. Information on AMC fees is available on the AMC website. 
 
After an IMG has been assessed by the college they may apply to the Board for registration. An application 
fee and a registration fee is payable. More information about registration fees is available on the Board 
website. 

Further information 

More information for IMGs, including registration forms is available on the Board website. 
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