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23 November 2009 
 
Ms Anne Copeland 
Chair 
Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia’ to  
By email: natboards@dhs.vic.gov.au 
 
Dear Ms Copeland  
 
Re: National registration and accreditation consultation 
 
The ACNP represents the  i nterest of all Nurse Practiti oners (NPs) 
across Australia as we interface wi th the health care system; there 
are now over 300 NPs practising in  Australia. The College continues 
to be a p roactive voice in helpin g to shape healthcare delivery and 
welcomes the oppo rtunity to  comment on the development of the 
national registration and accr editation scheme. The  following 
specific and general comments are provided for consideration. 
 
Specific Comments 
 
A. Registration Standards and Related Matters 
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2.2 English language skills 

• whether the definition of ‘international student’ is adequate and whether this 
standard should apply to entry-to-practice students and postgraduate students  

 

English language  skills n eed to be sufficient to ensure good 
understanding and to facilit ate effect ive com munication betwee n 
and with health professionals, patients/clients and other workers 
who are involved in the planni ng, management and delivery of 
health care services.  
 
Subject to the exemptions  listed in the draft standar d, and to 
protect the safety of patients, defini tions need to be inclusive of all 
persons including entry-to-practice and postgraduate students. 

 
Whether the references under 1(a) should be amended to: 

– clarify the secondary education to ensure that English is the medium of 
instruction  

 
– remove the list of countries.  

 

The proposal to amend wording under 1(a) would assist to minimize 
any ambiguity in interpretation. 
 
The list of prescri bed countries is  unnecessarily restrictive. The 
countries listed could be pr ovided as examples or, alternatively,  
removed. 
 
3.1 Requirements for nurse practitioners 
 

Advanced nursing practice  is a term used inte rchangeably in many 
different contexts. Is a definition required to assist consistency in 
interpretation and/or should this be cross referenced to the ANMC 
Nurse Practitioner Accreditation Project document? 
 
It is also noted that this standard is linked to the (pending) “Nursing 
and Midwifery Board of Aust ralia (2010): Guidelines for 
endorsement as a Nurse Practitioner” document.  Please also se e 
general comments. 
 
B. Accreditation Standards 
 
Please see general comments 
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General Comments 
 
The Aus tralian C ollege of Nurse  Practiti oners supports t he 
establishment of a nationa l regist ration and accreditation scheme , 
in particular, the opportunity to standardise regulation of Australian 
healthcare professions. National registration will also facilit ate 
portability and impr oved flexibility of the healthcare workforce and  
enable greatest use of the available healthcare professionals. 
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Yours sincerely 

 
Andrew Cashin 
A/g President 
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