
OBA English language decisions 

October 2009 decisions 

It em  3.1.1 English  language req uirem en t s 
 
Mem b ers: 
1. agreed , sub ject  t o  t he view s o f  o t her  nat ional b oard s, t o  includ e t he revised  
d raf t  English  language req uirem en t s regist rat ion  st and ard  in  t he Board ’s 
consult at ion  p ap er  at  
At t achm ent  B, in  t he f inal version  o f  t he p ap er  t o  b e released  on  27 Oct ob er  
2009, and  
2. t o  includ e t he f o llow ing com m ent s on  t he p rop osed  st and ard  in  t he Board ’s 
consult at ion  p ap er  (un less o t herw ise ad d ressed  b y t he ed it o r , eg t yp os): 
a. The d ef in it ion  o f  in t ernat ional st ud en t  should  b e am ended  t o  rem ove t he 
w ord s “in  any coun t ry o t her  t han  t hose sp ecif ied  in  exem p t ion  1”. Th is w ould  
also  ensure t hat  exem p t ion  1 d oes no t  ap p ly t o  French  Canad ians, and  
b . It  w ould  b e b et t er  t o  say t he b oard  reserves t he r igh t  t o  revoke an  
exem p t ion  rat her  t han  t he b oard  reserves t he r igh t  t o  req uire t est ing. 
 

November 2009 decisions 

It em  3.3 Feed b ack so  far  on  English  language and   
req uirem ent s 
 
Mem b ers: 
1. no t ed  t he f ur t her  f eed b ack on  t he English  language and   
req uirem en t s st and ard s, esp ecially t he f eed b ack f rom  nat ional b oard s 
2. no t ed  t hat  t he d raf t  com m on st and ards are p rop osed  as a m in im um  t o  
w h ich  board s can  add  any ad d it ional req uirem en t s 
3. agreed  t o  t he new  versions o f  t he English  language and  cr im inal h ist o ry 
st and ard s at  At t achm ent s A and  B as t he basis f o r  t he f inal versions o f  t he 
st and ard s t o  b e consid ered  b y b oard s in  Decem b er , and  
4. no t ed  t hat  a f ur t her  p ap er  w it h  ad d it ional in f o rm at ion  and  any changes 
ar ising f rom  t he consult at ion  p rocess w ill b e p rovid ed  out  o f  session  af t er  t he 
consult at ion  p er iod  closes, t o  f acilit at e f inalisat ion  o f  t he st andard s in  
Decem ber  2009. 
 

December 2009 decisions 

It em  3.2 Revised  com m on English  language st and ard  
 
Mem b ers: 
1. no t ed  t hat  t he p rop osed  com m on English  language st and ard  now  con t ains 
p rovision  f o r  Board -sp ecif ic con t en t , and  
2. agreed  t o  t he revised  version  o f  t he com m on English  language st and ard  at  
At t achm ent  C, sub ject  t o : 



a. m aking t he f o llow ing f ur t her  m od if icat ions t hat  t he Board  consid ers 
necessary: 

i.  rew ord ing t he f ir st  req uirem en t  t o  b e clearer  
ii.  d elet ing p aragrap h  1(e) 
iii.  ref er r ing t o  num eral 1 in  1(b ) 
iv.  t aking out  t he w ord s in  exem p t ion  1 (b ) “w here English  is t he 

nat ive o r  f ir st  language”. 
 




