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04 October 2024
Dr Anne Tonkin AO

Chair, Medical Board of Australia

By email to: medboardconsultation@ahpra.gov.au

Dear Dr Tonkin
Re: Public Consultation — Health checks for late career doctors

Thank you for consulting the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists
(RANZCP) about the Medical Board of Australia’s proposal to introduce regular health
checks for late career doctors (aged 70 and over) to support their health and wellbeing so
they can make informed decisions about their health and practice and manage the related
risk to patients.

The RANZCP supports that the most important consideration is the protection of the public
and the public’s confidence in the safety of registered doctors. The RANZCP further
welcomes the Medical Board’s recognition that any process that routinely screens older
doctors in Australia needs to balance the responsibility to protect patients from harm from
undetected poor performance, with the costs and benefits. It must be fair to all doctors,
including those who have no performance concems, and avoid unnecessary loss of
workforce.

In developing its response to the consultation questions the RANZCP has consulted with its
members, including the Committee for Professional Practice, Transition to Retirement
Working Group, Committee for Continuing Professional Development, and Member
Wellbeing Subcommittee Committee.

Should you wish to discuss any of the matters further, please contact
Executive Manager, Policy, Practice, and Research at

Yours sincere

Dr Elizabeth Moore
President
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