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Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery  
 
 
You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review.  

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant.  

Submissions can be emailed to: 

Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer  
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au. 

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022. 
 

Your details 

Name  

Organisation (if applicable) Australian Federation of Medical Women (AFMW)  

Email address  













12. Would establishing an endorsement in relation to cosmetic surgery provide more clarity
about the specific skills and qualifications of practitioners holding the endorsement?

The public sector cannot determine easily if the 'cosmetic surgeon' is a plastic surgeon, 
dermatologist or a general practitioner ( more often than not). 

 
 

 

Micro credentialling should be provided by the RACS. 

13. What programs of study (existing or new) would provide appropriate qualifications?

Not in my scope 

14. Please provide any further relevant comment in relation to specialist title protection and
endorsement for approved areas of practice relevant to cosmetic surgery.

The title 'cosmetic surgeon' is often used regardless of the particular training background. Some are 
fully qualified surgeons, having completed accredited surgical training programs, while others are 
not. The titles of those performing procedures need clearer clinical definitions. Titles should be 
sufficient for the consumer to have an understanding of the skill level of the provider e.g. whether 
they are a plastic surgeon FRACS / dermatologist FACD, GP or nurse. 

New cosmetic procedures 

Newer emerging cosmetic procedures such as female genital cosmetic surgery (FGCS) raises other 
concerns regarding regulation. FGCS is not medically indicated and aims to change aesthetic (or 
functional) aspects of a woman's genitalia. These procedures can be performed by anyone with a 
medical degree, including a cosmetic surgeon, gynaecologist, plastic surgeon, or urologist. No 
formal training is required and there are no evidence-based guidelines for these procedures at 
present. 

A previous submission was made to the Medical Board of Australia's Public Consultation Paper and 
Regulation Impact Statement in March 2015 on registered medical practitioners who provide 
cosmetic medical and surgical procedures. It highlighted those cosmetic procedures, such as 
injectable Botox and collagen treatments, are often performed by a beautician or nurse. These are 
sometimes supervised by the treating doctor, but it is likely there are instances when this is not the 
case. As stated in item 8 of the Medical Board's draft guidelines, treatments should only be 
provided if the person performing the procedure has the appropriate training, expertise and 
experience in the particular cosmetic procedure being performed. The person performing the 
procedure should be able to deal with all routine aspects of care and any likely complications. 

It would also be beneficial if the industry could agree on a delineation of services according to the 
complexity of the procedures. 

A resource was published by the RACGP in 2015 to highlight this information to GPs and other 
health professionals: Female genital cosmetic surgery - A resource for general practitioners and 
other health professionals 

Cooperation with other regulators 

15. Are there barriers to effective information flow and referral of matters between Ahpra and
the Medical Board and other regulators?
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