




 
 

 
1. Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons (RACDS) – FRACDS 

(OMS). 
2. Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS) and affiliates. 
3. Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and 

Gynaecologists (RANZCOG). 
4. Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Ophthalmologists 

(RANZCO). 

 

 

 

 

The AMC accredited training provided by the Colleges leads to registration 
as a specialist by AHPRA. Under Section 38 of the Health Practitioner 
Regulation National Law (as in force in each state and territory) each 
Health Practice Board of Australia must develop and recommend core 
registration standards to the Ministerial Council. The Australian standard of 
surgery is achieved by: 

 

 
1. Completing an AMC accredited specialist surgical training program. 

 
2. Passing surgical exams approved by the AMC; and 
 

 
3. Registration by AHPRA as a Specialist in Surgery 

 
 
 
Therefore, the procedures listed under ‘Major cosmetic medical and 
surgical procedures’ (‘cosmetic surgery’) should be undertaken by 



 

qualified surgeons who have completed specialist surgical training within 
just such an AMC accredited training program as the RACDS provides, with 
emphasis on specific training in the essential core skills of anatomy, 
pathology, physiology, wound management, complication management 
and psychological assessment that are axiomatic to specialist surgical 
training. 

 
Our contention is not that the surgical training provided by the above 
colleges is deficient in any way, but that some practitioners are performing 
these procedures with neither recognized appropriate surgical training 
qualifications nor specialist surgical registration and that most patients are 
ill-equipped to know the difference. 

 
Through the FRACDS (OMS), specialist Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons 
meet those necessary criteria. 
 
 The curriculum of the OMS program stipulates: 

 
“Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons require a dual qualification in medicine and 

dentistry to treat conditions that require expertise from both backgrounds. 
They treat facial trauma, impacted teeth, cysts and tumours of the jaws, 
skin, and mucosal disease; carry out facial plastic surgery, reconstructive 
surgery (including harvesting grafts from distant sites), preprosthetic surgery 
and dental implant surgery; and treat developmental craniofacial 
abnormalities of the jaws or facial regions, facial disproportion (corrective 
jaw surgery), facial pain, temporomandibular joint disorders, head and 
neck cancers, salivary gland diseases”. (NSW Health, Scope of Clinical 
Practice for Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons – Oct 2017) 

 
Additional Reference: 

1. Att 1: RACDS Board of Studies OMS – FRACDS (OMS) core areas of 
study and qualification. 

 
The proposed endorsement model creates uncertainty. Is it proposed that 
only some new qualification in cosmetic surgery is going to be eligible for 
accreditation for endorsement as a ‘cosmetic surgeon’?  
 
Existing AMC accredited surgical training programs, provided by the 
above Colleges (the experts in the field of surgical training in Australia) 
should be included in the proposed endorsement model. 

Thus any ‘specific qualification’ in cosmetic surgery, if approved, must have 
as a prerequisite, a fellowship from one of the abovementioned Colleges 
and should only be agreed after extensive consultation with  those colleges.














