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Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery  
 
 
You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review.  

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant.  

Submissions can be emailed to: 

Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer  
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au. 

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022. 
 

Your details 

Name Hudaifa Obaidi 

Organisation (if applicable)  

Email address  
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College (ACCSM) by means of the Endorsement pathway provided for in Section 
98 of National Law.  
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Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery  
 
 
You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review.  

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant.  

Submissions can be emailed to: 

Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer  
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au. 

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022. 
 

Your details 

Name Carley O’Connell 

Organisation (if applicable)  

Email address  
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Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery  
 
 
You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review.  

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant.  

Submissions can be emailed to: 

Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer  
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au. 

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022. 
 

Your details 

Name Dr Harpreet Singh Pannu 

Organisation (if applicable) Nedlands Medical Clinic  

Email address  
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College (ACCSM) by means of the Endorsement pathway provided for in Section 
98 of National Law.  
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Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery  
 
 
You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review.  

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant.  

Submissions can be emailed to: 

Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer  
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au. 

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022. 
 

Your details 

Name Samantha Peacock 

Organisation (if applicable)  

Email address  
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Under the heading “General quality and safety”, in her report, Ms Walton stated this fact,  
 
“Any medical practitioner can practice cosmetic surgery in Australia” 
 
That has not changed in over thirty years. It is a sad reflection on governments’ reluctance to act ethically 
and in the best interest of patient safety. There is a great deal of money made in this industry, and it is not 
without the bounds of possibility that political influence has been wielded via the dollar, to keep regulatory 
standards at a weak level. 
 
During the course of the inquiry, a “society” of “cosmetic doctors”, many of whom had no surgical 
qualifications, decided that they should form a “college” in an attempt to appear to have a legitimate 
“training program” for cosmetic surgery. That “college” is now known as the Australasian College of 
Cosmetic Surgery and Medicine (ACCSM) 3. During the inquiry, the Australian Society of Plastic Surgeons 
(ASPS) vigorously submitted the invalidity of a training program that was not based on the same principles 
and practice as are required of all specialty surgeons in Australia, that of a Fellowship of the Royal 
Australasian College of Surgeons (FRACS), or recognized overseas equivalent. That program, as it applies to 
Plastic Surgeons, usually encompasses five hard years of closely-supervised training at Hospital Registrar 
level. 
 
The fact that ACCSM has flourished since then, is evidence that the recommendations of Ms Walton re 
surgical training were ignored by the NSW government. Their “training program” is  

 
 
Since that time, there has been an explosion in cosmetic procedures, both surgical and “non-surgical”. The 
latter largely consists of injectable treatments, mainly facial, using ingredients that should require them to 
be administered by a doctor. However, there are numerous and growing incidences, where they are being 
administered by nurses and even by people with no formal nursing or medical training. 
 
It is my contention that the current inquiry should be expanded to include these kinds of practices, as they 
constitute a significant number of adverse outcomes reported to health care complaints bodies around 
Australia. 
 
The second pressing need is the control of advertising. This has long been recognized as a problem. There 
are numerous instances of online advertising which, if properly policed, would see many websites closed 
down on the basis of false advertising. 
 
As a senior plastic surgeon, I have to say that some of my colleagues, trained plastic surgeons, no doubt 
feeling the competitive pressure of less scrupulous operators, have succumbed to the commercial 
advantages of fancy websites and their implied “perfect” results from surgery. They well know that this is 
often a fantasy. 
 
Recently AHPRA has been lobbied by the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, and supported by ASPS, 
to regulate the use of the title “surgeon”, and restrict it to those who have genuine surgical qualifications. I 
submit that that should be extended to make the use of the terms “cosmetic surgeon”, “practitioner in 
cosmetic surgery”, “cosmetic surgery practitioner” and all possible variations of those titles, to be 
restricted to doctors with an FRACS or overseas recognized equivalent. 

Ms Walton in her 1999 report recommended the establishment of a NSW Cosmetic Surgery Council, as per 
point 1a, under Cosmetic Surgery Credentialling, p. i, of her report… 
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Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery  
 
 
You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review.  

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant.  

Submissions can be emailed to: 

Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer  
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au. 

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022. 
 

Your details 

Name Dr Shawn Perera 

Organisation (if applicable)  

Email address  
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Response template for submissions to the Independent review of 
the regulation of medical practitioners who perform cosmetic 
surgery  
 
 
You are invited to have your say about the regulation of medical practitioners (doctors) who perform 
cosmetic surgery by making a submission to this independent review.  

The consultation questions from the consultation paper are outlined below. Submissions can address 
some or all of these questions, and you can include any evidence or examples that you think are relevant.  

Submissions can be emailed to: 
Mr Andrew Brown, Independent Reviewer  
marked ‘Submission to the independent review on cosmetic surgery’ at CSReview@ahpra.gov.au. 

The closing date for submissions is 5.00pm AEST 14 April 2022. 
 

Your details 

Name Dr Toni Pikoos, PhD (Clinical Psychology) 

Organisation (if applicable)  

Email address  
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