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Who we are 

The Australian Lawyers Alliance (ALA) is a national association of lawyers, academics and other 

professionals dedicated to protecting and promoting justice, freedom and the rights of the individual. 

We estimate that our 1,500 members represent up to 200,000 people each year in Australia. We 

promote access to justice and equality before the law for all individuals regardless of their wealth, 

position, gender, age, race or religious belief.  

The ALA is represented in every state and territory in Australia. More information about us is available 

on our website.1 

The ALA office is located on the land of the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation. 

  

 
1 www.lawyersalliance.com.au.  



5 
 

Introduction 

1. The ALA welcomes the opportunity to have input to the Australian Health Practitioner 

Regulation Agency (Ahpra) and the Medical Board of Australia (the Medical Board) on the 

regulation of health practitioners who perform and who advertise non-surgical cosmetic 

procedures. 

2. Regulations and guidelines have not yet kept pace with the huge growth in the cosmetic 

surgery and procedures industry, including the prevalence of online advertising of non-

surgical cosmetic procedures. This includes on social media platforms.  

3. The ALA has consistently advocated for reform of the legal and regulatory frameworks 

governing the performance and advertising of non-surgical cosmetic procedures, with a view 

to providing greater clarity to health practitioners, in order to ultimately the protect the health 

and safety of the general public. 

4. The ALA’s submission – enclosed, on the template provided by Ahpra and the Medical Board 

– provides feedback from ALA members on two of the draft guidelines, namely the: 

• draft Guidelines for nurses who perform non-surgical cosmetic procedures (‘draft 

nurses practice guidelines’); and  

• draft Guidelines for registered health practitioners who advertise non-surgical 

cosmetic procedures (‘draft advertising guidelines’). 

5. We note here, however, feedback on all three guidelines in relation to when these guidelines 

will be reviewed after they are finalised and issued.  

a. It is proposed that all three guidelines will be reviewed “from time to time as 

required” and that this will “generally be at least every five years”.2 

b. In order to determine the ongoing effectiveness of all three guidelines and to make 

adjustments to continually improve the protection of the general public, it is essential 

that all three guidelines are regularly reviewed and evaluated. 

 
2 Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency and the Medical Board of Australia, Public consultation: 

Regulation of health practitioners who perform and who advertise non-surgical cosmetic procedures 

(Consultation Paper, 27 November 2023) 26, 35 and 48. 
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c. The ALA thus recommends that Ahpra, the Medical Board and the Nursing and 

Midwifery Board of Australia commit to reviewing and updating all three guidelines 

on a pre-determined, regular basis to ensure they are working to improve 

performance and advertising compliance. 

6. The ALA is available to provide further assistance to the Australian Health Practitioner 

Regulation Agency and the Medical Board of Australia on the issues raised in this submission. 

Shaun Marcus 

National President, 

Australian Lawyers Alliance  

Ngaire Watson 

Chair, Medical Law Special Interest Group 

Australian Lawyers Alliance

 

 

 

  



Submission template 

 

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency 

National Boards 
GPO Box 9958 Melbourne VIC 3001     Ahpra.gov.au     1300 419 495 

 

Ahpra and the National Boards regulate these registered health professions: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  

health practice, Chinese medicine, chiropractic, dental, medical, medical radiation practice, midwifery, nursing,  

occupational therapy, optometry, osteopathy, paramedicine, pharmacy, physiotherapy, podiatry and psychology. 

 

 

 

 

 

Public consultation: Regulation of health practitioners who perform and who 
advertise non-surgical cosmetic procedures 

The Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (Ahpra) and the National Boards are reforming the 
regulation of registered health practitioners who work in the non-surgical cosmetic procedures sector in 
Australia to improve practice and standards, public safety, and provide opportunities for more informed 
consumer choice. Ahpra and the National Boards are consulting on three documents related to the 
regulation of registered health practitioners who provide and who advertise non-surgical cosmetic 
procedures: 

1. Guidelines for nurses who perform non-surgical cosmetic procedures (nurses practice guidelines– 
applies to nurses only) 

2. Guidelines for registered health practitioners who perform non-surgical cosmetic procedures (shared 
practice guidelines – excluding medical practitioners and nurses), and  

3. Guidelines for registered health practitioners who advertise non-surgical cosmetic procedures 
(advertising guidelines – applies to all registered health practitioners). 

The three proposed draft guidelines are intended to set out what National Boards expect of registered 

health practitioners working and advertising in this sector and provide clarity for consumers considering 

non-surgical cosmetic procedures about the standards expected of practitioners. 

As the three proposed draft guidelines are all related to non-surgical cosmetic procedures, Ahpra and the 

National Boards are consulting on all three guidelines together. Feedback is welcome on any or all of the 

three draft guidelines.   

We welcome feedback from organisations, registered health practitioners and the public. 

There are some initial demographic questions and then questions on each of the guidelines we are 

consulting on. All questions are optional, and you are welcome to respond to any you find relevant, or 

that you have a view on. 

The consultation questions are different in some sections as National Boards are intentionally consulting 

on the questions most relevant to the professions they regulate.    

Your feedback will help us to understand your views and help National Boards set clear standards for 
registered health practitioners in the non-surgical cosmetic procedures sector, for the protection of the 
public.  

Please email your submission to AhpraConsultation@ahpra.gov.au  

Consultation is open for 10 weeks. The submission deadline is close of business 2 February 2024. 

How do we use the information you provide? 




















