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Ahpra and the National Boards regulate these registered health professions: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  
health practice, Chinese medicine, chiropractic, dental, medical, medical radiation practice, midwifery, nursing,  
occupational therapy, optometry, osteopathy, paramedicine, pharmacy, physiotherapy, podiatry and psychology. 

 

 

 

 

 

Public consultation: Regulation of health practitioners who perform and who 
advertise non-surgical cosmetic procedures 

The Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (Ahpra) and the National Boards are reforming the 
regulation of registered health practitioners who work in the non-surgical cosmetic procedures sector in 
Australia to improve practice and standards, public safety, and provide opportunities for more informed 
consumer choice. Ahpra and the National Boards are consulting on three documents related to the 
regulation of registered health practitioners who provide and who advertise non-surgical cosmetic 
procedures: 

1. Guidelines for nurses who perform non-surgical cosmetic procedures (nurses practice guidelines– 
applies to nurses only) 

2. Guidelines for registered health practitioners who perform non-surgical cosmetic procedures (shared 
practice guidelines – excluding medical practitioners and nurses), and  

3. Guidelines for registered health practitioners who advertise non-surgical cosmetic procedures 
(advertising guidelines – applies to all registered health practitioners). 

The three proposed draft guidelines are intended to set out what National Boards expect of registered 
health practitioners working and advertising in this sector and provide clarity for consumers considering 
non-surgical cosmetic procedures about the standards expected of practitioners. 

As the three proposed draft guidelines are all related to non-surgical cosmetic procedures, Ahpra and the 
National Boards are consulting on all three guidelines together. Feedback is welcome on any or all of the 
three draft guidelines.   

We welcome feedback from organisations, registered health practitioners and the public. 

There are some initial demographic questions and then questions on each of the guidelines we are 
consulting on. All questions are optional, and you are welcome to respond to any you find relevant, or that 
you have a view on. 

The consultation questions are different in some sections as National Boards are intentionally consulting 
on the questions most relevant to the professions they regulate.    

Your feedback will help us to understand your views and help National Boards set clear standards for 
registered health practitioners in the non-surgical cosmetic procedures sector, for the protection of the 
public.  

Please email your submission to AhpraConsultation@ahpra.gov.au  

Consultation is open for 10 weeks. The submission deadline is close of business 2 February 2024. 

How do we use the information you provide? 

The survey is voluntary. All survey information collected will be treated confidentially and anonymously. 
Data collected will only be used for the purposes described above. 

We may publish data from this survey in all internal documents and any published reports. When we do 
this, we ensure that any personal or identifiable information is removed.  







 

 

 

 
Submission template - Public consultation: Regulation of health practitioners who perform and who advertise non-
surgical cosmetic procedures 

Australasian College of Dermatologists response 
The Australasian College of Dermatologists (ACD) welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on the 
Guidelines for nurses who perform non-surgical cosmetic procedures; Guidelines for registered health 
practitioners who perform non-surgical cosmetic procedures; and Guidelines for registered health 
practitioners who advertise non-surgical cosmetic procedures. 
 
ACD is Australia’s accredited training body and peak professional and membership organisation for 
medical specialists in dermatology. We are the Australian authority in skin, hair and nail health, 
education, information and advocacy. 

Dermatologists specialise in the diagnosis, treatment and management of all skin diseases and 
conditions, including skin cancer. Dermatologists’ skills span medical, surgical, procedural and cosmetic 
techniques and they are the pre-eminent specialists in the field of non-surgical cosmetic procedures. 
High quality training and demonstrating competency in this field forms a key part of the specialist 
dermatologist training program and dermatologists’ scope of practice, with dermatologists performing 
non-surgical cosmetic procedures for both medical and cosmetic reasons.   
 
ACD has long held concerns regarding the lack of national consistency, standards and guidelines in 
relation to non-surgical cosmetic procedures. We welcome and strongly support the intent of the three 
sets of guidelines to ensure the public are better informed and can make safer choices in relation to 
non-surgical cosmetic procedures. The guidelines themselves are comprehensive and well-written.  

 
Our detailed feedback is provided in the template below however we would like to highlight the following 
key points:  

• Unintended inference of endorsement poses a risk to public safety: We have significant 
concerns about the inclusion of the extensive list of registered health practitioners in the 
Guidelines for registered health practitioners who perform non-surgical cosmetic procedures; 
and Guidelines for registered health practitioners who advertise non-surgical cosmetic 
procedures. With the exception of dental practitioners, we find it challenging to see what 
relevant training prepares the health practitioners listed to be cosmetic practitioners. We accept 
that there may be outliers from these professions providing some limited cosmetic services, but 
the inclusion of this list without clear caveats or exclusions serves to imply/explicitly endorse all 
these practitioners as legitimate providers of non-surgical cosmetic procedures. This has the 
potential to significantly mislead the public and drive an increase in unsuitable providers thus 
undermining the intent of the proposed suite of guidelines which is to improve public 
understanding and safety. In our response to Question 9 we have provided several suggestions 
for how this can be addressed.  

• Supervisory arrangements: We believe the guidelines are overly restrictive in excluding suitably 
qualified medical practitioners for being able to supervise Enrolled Nurses within the context of 
non-surgical cosmetic practice. 

• Requirements should apply to all providers: It is critical that any practice and advertising 
requirements are applied to all practitioners who provide and advertise these services including 
dermal therapists who are not currently covered by the proposed guidelines. There is a need for 
medical and non-medical providers to be held to the same standards, and greater national 
consistency in how they are audited and how issues and complaints about non-medical and non-
health practitioner providers are managed.  
 

Thank you again for consideration of ACD’s feedback and we look forward to providing further input.  
  
























