












 

 
So a new question might appear on the Registration application in the future. Have you had any 
hospital admissions  or Do you have a regular medical attendant, etc 
 
The Driving Licence assessment process could be part of the whole process as that is triggered 
when an individual turns 75 years of age. They know they have to do it. Diabetics have to do it from 
their diagnosis onwards. Another model perhaps?? 
 
How many older doctors still drive. I couldn’t give you a figure, but suspect that it would be above 
99% 
 
Imposing additional tasks on rural and regional doctors will push more to walk away. Saying that 
Outreach Services can provide the workforce reflects profound ignorance of reality. I’m on the 
board of a state based outreach service funder. I know the limitations. The suggestion of getting 
outreach provision was not reality based. 
 
Who will bear the extra costs of these processes? The doctors is what you may say, but if society 
needs to be protected, then society needs to pay. Doctors will be forced to pass on the costs to 
their patients as is unfolding currently with the Payroll Tax issue. 
 
Is AHPRA ready to bear the blame for increasing patient out of pocket costs when they see the 
doctor? You can expect to hear that one in the next round of publicity. 
 
In summary, I agree with a Health Assessment type checkup from age 75 years. Link it to the 
Driving Licence Medical Assessment process. Consider creating a limites registration category as 
per the driving model 
Daylight Hours only 
Limited km radius from home 
If you have sleep apnoea, get signed off by a Respiratory Physician 
Etc, etc 
 
Do not further undermine the morale of the Medical Profession. Keep older doctors in the 
workplace. They mentor younger ones, have corridor consultations about puzzling patients. 
 
II doubt that there has been any proper study done on the work done by older doctors. Time it 
happened, then there might be some evidence base for greater levels of monitoring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 








