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The Pharmacy Council of New South Wales is the statutory body responsible for managing
complaints and notifications related to the conduct, performance or health of pharmacists
practising in NSW and NSW pharmacy students. The Council also manages the regulation
of NSW pharmacy businesses.

The Pharmacy Council has considered the Public consultation paper on international
criminal history checks released by AHPRA and provides the following comments:

The Council’s objectives in relation to the issue of international criminal history checking are
to protect the public and to ensure a timely application and assessment process. The
Council acknowledges that no process is fool proof and there is an option for
misrepresentation by individuals and / or authorities.

While Council considers Option 3 to be the most secure, it would be costly and time
consuming.

Council therefore suggests Option 4 is the best option — applicant makes a declaration and
AHPRA undertakes a random sample audit — provided the sample is of significant size, the
audit is conducted in a timely fashion and is conducted across all professions.

Option 3 could be implemented in the future if the random audit process reveal problems.
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